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L.A. CITY ATTORNEY ROCKY DELGADILLO FILES 
FIRST-OF-ITS-KIND CIVIL LAWSUIT SEEKING 

DAMAGES FROM NOTORIOUS 18th STREET GANG 
City’s Chief Prosecutor Uses New Law to Target Gang Leaders  

 
LOS ANGELES – Los Angeles City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo, the city’s chief 
prosecutor, today announced his office, on behalf of the community, has filed a 
civil action against leaders of the civilly enjoined 18th Street gang, seeking 
monetary damages as a result of the gang’s criminal and nuisance activities.  
 
“As the gangs who terrorize our neighborhoods evolve, so too must we adapt our 
laws and our tactics to fit the times,” said City Attorney Delgadillo. “The time has 
come to hold these gang leaders accountable for the extensive physical, 
emotional and financial damage they cause to our neighborhoods. We must send 
the clear message that crime does not pay.” 
 
Senate Bill 1126, sponsored by the City Attorney, authored by State Senator Gil 
Cedillo (D-Los Angeles) and signed into law by Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, authorizes the Attorney General, District Attorneys, and 
prosecuting City Attorneys to act on behalf of members of the neighborhoods 
impacted by gang activity and collect monetary damages awarded in specific civil 
actions to be paid by, or collected from, assets of the criminal street gang or its 
members. The law also requires that all monies recovered in the actions be 
returned to the community that had been terrorized by the gang.  
 
"Keeping our neighborhoods safe is one of my top priorities – that’s why we 
provided prosecutors with another tool to fight gangs," said Governor 
Schwarzenegger. "Los Angeles is making good use of this new tool to hold gang 
members accountable for their actions, and I hope other California cities will 
follow. My office is committed to working with our partners in law enforcement 
and with local officials to strengthen our statewide anti-gang efforts. I commend 
Rocky Delgadillo for his dedication to making our streets safer." 
 
"Gang activity destroys the quality of life for neighborhood families and 
jeopardizes the safety of both residents and visitors,” said Senator Cedillo. “SB 
1126 provides a new tool to city prosecutors to shut down the economic engine  
that fuels the proliferation of gang acti vity.” 
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The lawsuit filed by City Attorney Delgadillo against nine leaders of the 18th 
Street Gang is the first filed against enjoined gang members under SB 1126. 
Named in the lawsuit are nine known members of the 18th Street Gang, including 
Sergio Pantoja, Frank Martinez, Ruben Castro, Araceli Bravo, Michael Pineda, 
Jose Juan Alvarez, Noe Chavez, Efrain Ruiz Torres, and Jose Morales Perez.  
 
18th Street is the largest gang in the City of Los Angeles, with five separate gang 
injunctions against its members - the most against any gang in the State of 
California.  The lawsuit involves neighborhoods impacted in two of the five 
injunctions against the 18th Street Gang including the Pico-Union Injunction 
bounded by James M. Wood Boulevard to the north, the 110 Freeway to the 
east, the 10 Freeway to the south and Hoover Street to the west and the 
Westlake Injunction bounded by the 110 Harbor/Pasadena Freeway to the east, 
James M. Wood Boulevard to the south, Normandie Avenue to the west, and 
Beverly Boulevard to the north.   
 
The suit seeks to recover money damages, in an amount provable in a jury trial, 
for any and all damages caused by the named gang members nuisance activities 
including: property damage, loss in property value, loss in the use and enjoyment 
of property and/or public parks, loss of income, emotional distress, personal 
injury, medical expenses, and out-of-pocket expenses associated with residents 
and business owners forced to implement and/or increase security measures, 
such as security guards, security cameras, and security windows and doors. 
 
“The days of allowing vicious gang criminals to accumulate and spend their ill 
gotten gains – sometimes even from behind bars – are over,“ said Delgadillo. 
“We’re going to hit them where it hurts, in their wallet. It’s time the gang leaders 
literally pay for their crimes.” 
 
SB 1126 is the latest example of anti-gang legislation obtained and utilized by 
City Attorney Delgadillo as part of his comprehensive anti-gang plan. Assembly 
Bill 1013, which was also signed into law by Governor Schwarzenegger, provides 
city prosecutors and City Attorneys in certain cities with the ability to protect 
innocent residents by evicting tenants who are either in possession of illegal 
weapons or are illegally possessing weapons and ammunition. 
 
Since taking office in July 2001, City Attorney Delgadillo has utilized anti-gang 
legislation and gang injunctions as effective tools for law enforcement officials 
and prosecutors to adapt and account for conditions specific to each gang. City 
Attorney Delgadillo has increased the total number of gang injunctions since 
2001 from eight to 38, covering more than 63 gangs and more than 84 square 
miles of claimed gang territory in Los Angeles. In addition, LAPD reports cite a 33 
percent decline in gang membership since 2001. 
 
“Today, we’re sending a message to gang leaders across this City. If you break 
the law, we will not only find you, arrest you, and put you behind bars. We will 
also take away your money, your property, your homes, and your cars. And for 
the first time ever, we will return that money to the communities you have 
brutalized,” added Delgadillo. 
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