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MAYOR GAVIN NEWSOM’S STATEMENT ON CA SUPREME 
COURT UPHOLDING PROP 8 AND DENYING MARRIAGE 

EQUALITY 
 

California at its best is a beacon of equal rights and equal opportunities. If we want to prosper together, we 
must respect each other. That’s why we must resolve to overturn this decision. Let this work start today.    
 
It is up to every single one of us who supports marriage equality to reach out to those who still disagree with 
our position and have a personal conversation about why it is so important to treat every Californian 
equally.  
 
Across the nation, states like Iowa, Connecticut and Massachusetts are recognizing that separate can never 
be equal under the eyes of the law. We must all do our part to make sure California joins in this march 
toward equality.   
 
Let’s be respectful. But let’s be clear. We must start changing minds today. I know many of my fellow 
Californians may initially agree with this ruling, but I ask them to reserve final judgment until they have 
discussed this decision with someone who will be affected by it.  
 
Please talk to a lesbian or gay family member, neighbor or co-worker and ask them why equality in the eyes 
of the law is important to every Californian. Please talk to local business leaders who know that this will 
cost jobs and make California less competitive. Please remember we all know someone who is hurt by this 
decision today. Please reach out to these friends, family members, co-workers and neighbors and discuss 
why this decision is wrong for California.  
 
When California started this journey five years ago, we were traveling virtually alone.  In fact, many states 
that year voted to ban same-sex marriage. Today, five states, including Iowa, have moved to affirm marriage 
rights for gay couples, and more are poised to follow. Now we must redouble our efforts here in California 
to finally win this fight for equal rights.   
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