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SACRAMENTO - Today, California Citizens Against Lawsuit Abuse (CALA) released 
its report card on Attorney General Jerry Brown’s first 100 days in office, giving the new 
attorney general an overall grade of “D.” 
 
The report card evaluated Brown on five “subjects” including fighting crime, regulating 
by litigating, using the power of the office, supporting contracting reforms and 
communicating with constituents. 
 
“On the whole, Attorney General Brown’s tenure can be characterized as inactive, which 
could be viewed as positive or negative,” said CALA chairman John Merchant. “On the 
one hand, we’re pleased to see that he does not appear to be as prone to litigating as his 
predecessor. On the other hand, the lack of activity coming from his office calls into 
question what he’s doing with taxpayers’ money.” 
 
Specifically, Merchant noted, there is little information coming from the attorney 
general’s office about his activities and priorities. 
 
“Californians want, and have a right, to know what their elected officials are doing with 
their time,” Merchant said. 
 
According to CALA, Brown has earned grades ranging from A- to F. 
California Citizens Against Lawsuit Abuse Report Card of Attorney General Jerry Brown’s First 
100 Days in Office 

Subject Grade Comments 
Fighting Crime F Despite statements during his campaign that he would focus his efforts as 

attorney general on crime fighting, we have yet to see any evidence that 
this is a priority for him. He has noted crime issues plaguing our state – 
such as rural crime and gang violence – during recent speeches, but thus 
far has yet to set forward specific proposals to address these issues. 

Regulating by 
Litigating 

C Since taking office, Attorney General Brown does not appear to have 
initiated any new predatory lawsuits against the state’s businesses. For that 
he would have earned a grade of A. However, contrary to his campaign 
promise, he has chosen to pursue former Attorney General Bill Lockyer’s 
lawsuit against six automakers. The suit alleges that the automakers are 
liable for untold damage to California’s environment due to global 
warming. The suit, however, neglects to take into consideration the myriad 
of other sources that emit carbon dioxide, including every breathing 
human in the state. Even the judge hearing the case said, “The auto 
industry is just a small fraction of the participants [in carbon dioxide 
emissions].”  
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Using the Power 
of the Office 
Appropriately 

A- During his campaign for office, Jerry Brown stated that, if elected, he 
intended to carefully and judiciously use the powers of the attorney 
general’s office. Thus far, Attorney General Brown appears to be adhering 
to this pledge. He has shown restraint by launching investigations into 
areas such as the mortgage industry and the college financial aid market, 
instead of filing lawsuits first and asking questions later. Should these 
matters ultimately result in lawsuits, we could at least acknowledge his 
apparent deliberation of the matter. 

Supporting 
Contracting 
Reforms 

C In January, the Associated Press reported that thousands of Department of 
Justice contracts were inappropriately labeled as confidential under former 
Attorney General Bill Lockyer, including millions of dollars in contracts 
with law firms who are Lockyer campaign contributors. Attorney General 
Brown’s response to this revelation was neither as broad nor as deep as we 
would have expected. It took an upcoming Senate Budget Subcommittee 
meeting to push his office to implement new procedures to govern the 
designation of future confidential contracts. But Attorney General Brown 
has still not released the full details of the contracts in question. He also 
has remained silent on whether he would support Private Attorney 
Retention Sunshine Act (PARSA) reforms, including public disclosure and 
legislative oversight of contracts with private attorneys. 

Communicating 
with Constituents 

F Perhaps the most disappointing trend in Attorney General Browns’ tenure 
is the complete lack of information being communicated from his office. 
Since his inauguration, he has issued only four press releases. His website 
has very little information regarding his goals or any progress being made 
toward the achievement of promises he made during the campaign. 
Californians deserve to know what the attorney general’s office is doing 
with taxpayer dollars. 

Overall D  
 
CALA has also put together a performance improvement plan to help guide Attorney 
General Brown’s activities moving forward. 
 
California Citizens Against Lawsuit Abuse Performance Improvement Plan for Attorney General 
Jerry Brown 

Subject Steps to Improvement 
Fighting Crime Attorney General Brown needs to spell out his plan to fight crime for California’s 

citizens. He has recently noted that gangs and rural felonies are of particular concern. 
He should provide the public with a more complete strategy for how he intends to 
address these issues and make Californians feel safer. 

Regulating by 
Litigating 

Attorney General Brown should continue to refrain from initiating new litigation 
intended to regulate businesses. Further, he could improve his mark in this area by 
discontinuing his pursuit of Bill Lockyer’s lawsuit against automakers. 

Using the Power 
of the Office 
Appropriately 

Attorney General Brown should stay his course of a controlled, deliberate pursuit of 
his agenda. 

Supporting 
Contracting 
Reforms 

Attorney General Brown must release the details of the remaining Lockyer contracts 
called into question by the Associated Press. He also should take the lead on seeking 
private attorney contracting reforms that would provide Californians with the 
disclosure and oversight of their tax dollars that they deserve. 

Communicating 
with Constituents 

Attorney General Brown needs to remain in constant touch with the constituents who 
elected him to office. In a time with increased capacity for global communications, 
there is simply no excuse for not being more forthright with California’s citizenry 
about his activities. 
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“We continue to be hopeful that Jerry Brown will emerge as a thoughtful, capable and 
effective attorney general,” said Merchant. “By addressing these issues and seeking to 
improve his performance in these areas, he can demonstrate to his constituents that the 
statements made during his campaign were more than just hollow promises. We look 
forward to watching the Attorney General take the lead on issues like crime prevention 
and hope he will use technology to maintain contact with the people of California.” 
 
CALA is a nonprofit, grassroots organization dedicated to educating consumers on the 
human and financial costs incurred when the legal system is abused for greed, 
harassment or publicity.  More than 30,000 residents in California are CALA supporters. 
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